Onco-developmental protein concentrations in the sera of patients with ovarian cancer prior to treatment.
Eight onco-developmental proteins have been measured in the serum of women prior to their operation and treatment for ovarian cancer. Alpha-foetoprotein, CEA, hCG and PAPP-A were not often elevated whereas CPAP, SP1, CanAg 50 and CA 125 were. Many of our findings differed from those of previous workers, possibly due to differences in clinical material and analytical technique. We conclude that large profiles of tumour markers are no longer of use in the investigation of ovarian cancer. At the present time we think that CA 125 could prove the most useful marker in the investigation of ovarian cancer.